America's Top Boomtowns -- Where the Jobs Are
Published December 30, 2017 - www.foxbusiness.com
If you're looking to start your career or are thinking about getting a new job, consider looking for work in a
boomtown. You'll need to be geographically flexible, of course, but if you are, you can take advantage of the
better employment odds in a boomtown -- a growing town that's thriving economically.
The folks at SmartAsset.com recently released their list Opens a New Window. of the 10 top boomtowns of the
past year. Here's a look at them, and how you might land a job in one of them.

What makes a boomtown?
When SmartAsset.com set out to find the boomiest of boomtowns, it evaluated 581 cities in America, assessing
five key metrics:
 The unemployment rate
 How the unemployment rate changed over the previous year
 The housing growth rate
 The population growth rate
 Gross domestic product (GDP) growth
Why those five metrics matter is clear: You want a low unemployment rate so that it's more of a job-hunter's
market than a job-filler's one. It's also better for the unemployment rate to be falling than rising.
An increasing number of homes will help keep housing more affordable, and a growing population tends to
reflect people moving into an area. (Note that the population growth rate assessed here is a net one, subtracting
those who left an area from those who came to it.) Finally, GDP measures the value of goods and services
produced in the region, so GDP growth reflects increasing productivity -- a promising sign for job seekers.

America's top 10 boomtowns
Rank

City

Net Migration Rate

Housing Growth Rate

Unemployment Rate

1

Cape Coral, FL

2.9%

7.1%

3.5%

2

Largo, FL

1.9%

7%

3.1%

3

Palm Coast, FL

2.4%

7.1%

3.9%

4

Franklin, TN

1.4%

7.9%

2.1%

5

St.Petersburg, FL

1.9%

4.3%

3.1%

6

Spring Hill, FL

1.9%

4.5%

4.3%

7

Riverview, FL

1.9%

4%

3.2%

8

Town’n’Country, FL

1.9%

3.5%

3.2%

9

Red Rock, TX

2%

5.2%

3%

10

Tampa, FL

1.9%

3.4%

3.2%
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I didn't include each city's 2016-2017 change in unemployment or its GDP growth. Unemployment fell over the
year in all 10 towns and GDP growth was close to 4.2% for most, with Cape Coral posting the strongest growth,
at 5.2%, and Franklin posting the slowest growth, at a still-respectable rate of 3.4%.
You'll notice that eight of the towns are in Florida, with Franklin, Tennessee, and Round Rock, Texas, filling
out the rest of the list. Central Florida -- around Tampa and Orlando -- has been seeing much growth. Orlando,
for example, has been attracting more technology businesses, while vacation-related businesses have been
expanding and getting updated. The Orlando Sentinel notes: "From its early roots in the aviation, aerospace
and defense industry along the Interstate 4 corridor, Orlando has grown new tech clusters like modeling and
simulation, digital media, interactive entertainment, microelectronics, life sciences, and health-care and
medical technologies."
One factor that might affect Florida boomtowns in the coming year is a big influx of people moving there from
Puerto Rico, following the island's devastating hurricane and slow recovery from it. Many more people could
push housing prices and unemployment rates higher to some degree. Between early October and late December
of 2017, more than a 250,000 people had arrived in Florida from Puerto Rico.

Landing a job in a boomtown
It can be a bit easier to land your dream job Opens a New Window. in a boomtown, but it can still be a
challenge. Approach the task prepared, gathering many tips and putting effective strategies to use. For
example, you might:
 Research each region of interest to see what companies are there that might be a good fit for you as an
employee. Then check out their websites to see what job listings they have. Studying job listings can
give you a sense of how actively a company is growing and how it's growing, as you see what kinds of
positions it's filling.
 Consider other boomtowns Opens a New Window. These 10 are not the only ones, and some of them
probably won't make next year's list, while some newcomers will. Look into regions of interest and into
growing industries of interest, to see which companies are hiring.
 Polish your resume Opens a New Window. , eliminating amateurish touches such as frilly fonts and
phrases such as "references available upon request." Highlight your achievements and use specifics,
such as by saying that you increased sales by 18% in one year. Know that many employers use
automation to sift through resumes, so be sure to include keywords from the description of the job you
hope to land in your resume, as it can make you seem like a good match.
It's a good idea to look for jobs in boomtowns, but don't rule out slower-growing areas, either, as great job
opportunities exist in most places.
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